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to Asia. By way of these routes have come ethnic and cultural contri-
butions which have played an important part in the intellectual attain-
ments of the nation. They have also been the paths followed by
invaders or by French armies marching to the conquest of other
territories.

From a military point of view also, the country is favorably
situated. Natural boundaries separate it from neighboring states. The
Pyrenees form a most effective barrier on the Spanish frontier. The
Alps separate France from Italy and Switzerland. Toward the east the
Ardennes and the Vosges, with their connecting highlands, are easily
defended. The Rhine, which constitutes a portion of the eastern
boundary, is far less effective as a military barrier than the crest of
the Vosges, which was the boundary prior to the World War. Only
on the northeast along the Belgian frontier are natural boundaries
entirely lacking. This route was followed by the German armies in
1914, and has been the path of invading armies throughout history.

CLIMATE

The lack of relief barriers permits the westerly winds to carry the
moisture and moderating influence of the Atlantic over nearly all
portions of France. The influence of the Mediterranean is also im-
portant, but is limited to the south by such barriers as the Alps and
the central plateau. The marine influence thus dominates the climate
of the entire country, although it is somewhat modified toward,the
east.

The effect of the ocean is most pronounced in such western high-
lands as those of Normandy and Brittany. Here the seasonal variations
in temperature are slight, the summers being cool and the winters mild,
with almost no frost. Exposure to the oceanic winds causes the rainfall .
to be heavy and to occur at all seasons, with the maximum during the
winter months. The climate is also characterized by much cloudy, foggy
weather, which causes the sun to be obscured a considerable portion
of the time. This is a land of meadows and orchards, as the summers
are too cool and moist to be well suited for grains or vineyards.

Central and eastern France has a climate which is essentially a
transition from a marine to a continental type. The summers are hot
and the winters quite cool; the rainfall is moderate, and comes mostly
during the summer months. This area is well adapted for most grain
crops, and on the slopes facing south it is sufficiently warm for the